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Lakshmi. Idols are made from her insect-proof and
durable heart-wood; the root, bark, leaves, flowers and
seeds are all used as medicines, antiseptics or insecticides.

The two trees are married, with similar ceremonies to
those which unite the human beings who worship them.
A partial explanation of which performance may lie in
the fact that the roots of each supply what is needed for
the perfect growth of the other. Occasionally the bael
(Aegle marmehs), sacred to Siva (and not to be used for
firewood except by Brahmins), is planted with them.

The orthodox arrangement of the snake stones 'consists
of three slabs, set up side by side. The first bears the
figure of a male cobra, with one or more heads up to seven;
the middle slab exhibits a female serpent, the upper half
of human form, generally crowned with a tiara, and
sometimes holding a young serpent under each arm; the
third slab has two serpents intertwined after the manner
of the -^Esculapian rod, or the caduceus of Mercury.sl

Almost all the Balamuri stones are of this third type;
the figures between the heads, however, vary. The stones
are also unorthodox, in facing north instead of east. If
the bael tree is planted with the fig and margosa, a linga
will often be engraved between the intertwined snakes.

That no devout Hindu will kill a cobra, that the crea-
tures are not only unmolested but regularly fed, if they
take up their abode in or near a Hindu house, is well
known. Also that more than one day in the year is set apart
for their worship, the chief day being Naga panchami.
What is not so generally known is that, if within a month
of this feast a snake bites anyone who has faithfully per-
formed all the rites prescribed for that day, the creature
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